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we Lave contributed to the loeal authorities
£1.500, or £75 per tram for the upkeep of
the read. ‘Those trams only travel over
the rails and therefore do not use the road.
We cannot afford to make the ratepayers
acvept these financial respongibilities and at
the same time allow other vehicles to step
in and take the traffic,

Mr. Sampson: Is that the full number
of your cars?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, we
have abont 25 cars, but 20 of them are
eontinually in running. The purpose of the
Bill is simply to give the municipalities,
through the tramway board, power to pur-
vhase and run motor buses in connection
with the tramway system.

Mr. Sampson: Are any buses competing
with the trams to-day?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: XNo,
with the exception of a small concern at
North Fremantle where a motor bus picks
up a passenger here and there and, for a
weekly charge, conveys the workers to ome
or other of the big works there. We want
to make provision befare our revenue is
affected. It will be too late to do that
later on when our revenue is adversely
affected. There may be some difficulty at
a future date should we then attempt to
take such a step, seeing that motor buses
may then he established along certain
routes,

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell:
want & monopoly.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We do
not ask for that. We merely ask to be
placed in the same position as others.

Mr. Thomson: Buf you are asking for
power to make by-laws regulating motor bus
trafile.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We can-
not interfere with any private party run-
ning buses, becanse we have no power re-
garding the licensing of vehieles,

Mr. Sampson: You are merely taking
time by the forelock.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We are
simply asking for power to make hy-laws
respecting the payment of fares and so
forth.

Mr. Thomson: You do not require pro-
visions to fine yoursclves £5 under the by-
lawa, ’

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
necessary for the protection of the publie,
Action may have to be taken against some
person if he wuses bad language in the
presence of other passengers on trams and
80 on, The rmning of motor buses has
considerably interfered with the tramway
services throughout Australia,

Mr. Thomson: And in every other part
of the world.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It must
be realised that the tramways, although
they de not utilise the roadways, have paid
a considerable amount towards the upkeep
of those roads. In the city of Perth last
year the Government tramways contributed
nearly £12,000 and, in addition, over £7,000,

You do not
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being 3 per cent. of the revepue towards
the upkeep of the roads, In sueh cireum-
stances, it is necessary that the people’s
funds should be protected by preveating
competition. The motor buses will be used
as feeders for the trams, We do not intend
running motor buscs te Perth or anyching
of that description, I move—

That the Bi'l be now rcad a second
time,

On motion by Ilon. Sir James Mitchell
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.20 pm.

Lcgislative Council,
IWednesday, 10th September, 1974,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—COMMONWEALTH LOAN,
£10,300,000.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN asked the Colonial
Sceretary: With reference to the six per
cent. lean for £10,300,000, now being
floated in Awustralia by the Commonwealth
Government on behalf of the States, what
praportion i3 beiug raised for Western
Australia?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: Western Australia’s proportion is
£1,200,n00, The expenses of flotation are
provided for in the £10,300,000.

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [4.35]
in moving the second reading said: I thank
the Leader of the House for his eourtesy in
placing this Bill in the foremost position
on the Notice Paper. I thought I wonld
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have had an opportunity to move the second
reading last evening, but the Houze ad-
Journcd earlier than I had anticipated.
I am pleased to he able to introduce legis-
lation of this character. I know there will
be much diversity of opinion with regard
to its value. I bave heard some members
say in ordinary conversation they are op-
posed to it. Since the Bill was placed on
the Notice Paper, wmany people in this
State, whe iake an interest in loeal legisla-
tion, have expressed gratification that it
has heen brought down, This is a Bill to
provide for compulsory enrolment for the
Legislative Council, and, also for compul-
sory voting for both the Legislative Assem-
bly and the Logislative Council. In the
Electoral Act Amendment Act, 1918, com-
pulsory enrclment for the Llegislative As-
gembly was enforced. My endeavour will he
to make it ihe lnw of the land that there
shall be eompulsory enrolment for the Leg-
jslative Council. I know many arguments
will be raised against this, and people will
say there iz a difficulty, in connection with
the franchige, in gotting a proper definition
of what the qnalification of an elector
really is. T shall endeavour to deal shortly
with the various aspeets of the situation as
they appear to me. “When I was a Minister
in the Mitchell Admninistration, T had charge
of the electoral business. T found that
after compulsory enrolment became the
order of the day for the Legislative Assem-
bly, there was a material improvement in
the enrolment. A comparison with the
Federal clectoral roll and our ewn showed
that the improvement had been wonderful
since 1919, and that very few people who
ought to be on the roll for the Assembly
were not upon it. T then inquired into the
diffievitics that arose with regard to the
introduection of the Bill in another place.
Many members wera opposed to compulsory
enrolment on the ground I have mentioned.
Until eompulsory enrolment became the law
of the land, as it affected the Common-
wealth Parliament and most of the State
Parliaments, the people were apathetie.
They took no real intrrest in the general
elecrtions, and often did not take the tronhle
to get on the roll. Since 1919 the position
in Western Australia has very materiallv
changed for the better. T hope to be able
to induce Parlioment to agree to compul-
sory envolment for the Legislative Council.

Hon. F. H. Harris: What has heen the
prreentage of inerease in the enrolment?

Hon. J. EWING: T think it is in the
region nf 23 per cent.. thongh it may be
more. The renson it was so easy to intro-
dure a Bill for compulrory enrolment in
the Lemislative Aszembly was the simplicity
of the framehise. A person reqnired to be
onlv 21 vears of ame, to be a natnralised
subject of His Majesty, to have resided for
six months continuously in the State, and
one month eontinuously in the Adistriet for
which he wirhed to have a vote, fo be en-
rolled. The diffiettltics did not arise in the
ease of the Assembly that apparently arose
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at that juneture in conneetion with the
(ouncil, The Attorney General, mow Mr,
Justice Draper, who introduced the Bill in
the Assembly, was token to task by the
member for Kanowna, now Mr. Speaker.
The latter said it was unfair that voters
for the Legislative Assembly should be sub-
ject to all kinds of poins, penalties and
fines, whilst these things did not apply to
the Legislative Council voters. He was
then of opinion thag there should be compul-
sory enrolment for the Council. This is
what the then Attorney General said in re-
ply to the member for Kanowna—

The member for KXanowna (Mr.
Walker) raised the objection that the Bill
doees not apply the compulsory system of
registration to the rolla of the Legislative
Council, The obvious answer to that is
that, whereas we have a very simple
franchise for the Assembly, the franechise
for the Council is of a compound nature,
and it would be hardly fair to compel
the electors to register their qualifications
for the Counecil at the present time.
Hon. E. H. Harris: He was pretty right.

Hon. J. EWING: I am going to en-
deavour to eombat that. That position, no
doubt, does obtain, but not to the extent
that would justify us in endeavouring
through the Legislative Council to briag in
compulsory votiug for another place, un-
less we had compulsory voting as a corol-
lary to compulsory enrolment. When AMr.
Colebateh was leader of this House, the
Bill was brought down for compulsory en-
rolment for the Assembly. He said very
little, for no doubt he thought the House
was in favour of the proposal. He stated
the Bill wag for the purpose of making a
more complete enrolment, which was self-
evident, and also to save expense. He said
it was the usual course to pursue prior to
a gencral clection, that there should be a
systematie eanvars throughout the State to
see if it was possible to get evervone on the
roil. The FEleetoral Department found that
the system was so expensive that they con-
sidered compulsory cnrolment would lessen
the cost of administration. M\r. Colebateh
went on to say that the franchize of this
House wns a privilege, and that everyone
should pet on the roll who was entitled to
be on it. On that account he did not see
that it was pecessary to introduce compul-
sory enrolment for the Council. He further
said there was no question of the Electoral
Department going to any ezpense in eon-
nection with the Legisiative Council rolls,
becanse no expenditure was necessary. A
man who had the privilege of a qualification
for the Counril shonld take the trouble to
get on the roll. He further remarked that
the difference in the franchise of the two
Houses was so marked that he did not think
it opportune to introdnce eompulsory enral-
ment for the Couneil. TIn an interjection
ATr. Corpell said, ‘‘If that is the position
vou take up. the Bill should go out on the
second reading.”” He was very emphatie
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in the matter. He made a speech after
that in favour of compulsery enrolment for
the Council, and went so far as to say,
““If you are not going to include the
Council in the Bill, you had better put it
out on the second reading.’’ He also said
that when the Bill was in Committee he
would move an amendment to include the
Legislative Coumcil. He duly moved the
amendment and it was lost on a division by
11 votes to 8. At that time the Council
was not in favour of compulsory enrolment.
1 hope that the new members will approve
of that principle now and that older mem-
bers, upon reflection, will change their
minds and vote for compulsory enrolment
in connection with the Legislative Council.
T must confess that I found my name re-
corded in the divigion list against Mr. Cor-
nell's amendment, thus showing that at that
time I was mnot in favour of compulsory
enrolment.

Hon, A, Lovekin: That ia like what you
did regarding State trading!

Hon, J, EWING: We are told that as
we get older we, perhaps, become a little
wiger., I now regard the position seriously
and believe in compulsory enrolment. The
fact that the voting, as well ag the rolls
used, for Council elections has been so un-
satisfactory, indicates that something must
be done, just as was neeessary in connee-
tion with the Legislative Assembly some
time ago. If hon. members consider the
position for a moment they will see the
necessity for compulsory enrolment for this
Chamher ag well. Notwithstanding what
was said hy those hon. members to whom
I have referred, the facts do not bear out
their contentions. At that time it may not
have been advisable to enforce this prin-
eiple, but when we look at the qualifieations
for enrolment and see how simple they are,
we must realise that everyone entitled to be
enrolled should have his name on the elec-
toral list. It is a preat privilege to have
a vote in the election of members for this
Chamber and it should be the bounden duty
of those entitled to a vote to have their
names recorded. 1 regret that the same
diffieulty that existed in the past ja ex-
perienced to-day. I refer to the apathy of
people who do not worry about these mat-
ters until election time. When they find
that ther are not permitted fo vote as

their names are mnot on the rolls, they
get annoyed,  Whose fault is it that
they are not permitted to vote? Tt

iz their own, because they do not take
the trouble to see that their names are
on the electoral lists. It has been
contended that by making this compulsory
we are interforing with the liberty of the
gubjeet, Tt is asserted that if a man has
not snfficient interest fo see that he is on
the roll, he should bhe allowed to po his
own way. I am in opposition to that
point of view. People who are qualified
“to have their names registered on the
electoral list for the Legislative Counecil
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should be compelled to register, and also
to vote.

Hon. E. H. Harris: You cannot compel
a man to vote, though you can compel
him to go to the booth.

Hon. J. EWING: I will deal with that
point. The ‘‘Hansard’’ reports of the
debates in the Federal Parliament on the
question of compulsory voting show that
Mr. Findley said that he had not been in
favour of compulsory voting, and that he
went to the polling booth one day deter-
mined to vote for neither of tha two
candidates. Neither of them was of use
to his party or was of the calibre he con-
ridered members of Parliament should be.
Mr. Findley said that he went to the
hooth with his mind made up to record an
incffective vote. When he went into the
booth, however, he declared his conscience
would not allow him to do that and he
cast an effective vote.

Hon. A. J. H. S8aw: What a tender
conscience for a member of Parliament!

Tlon. J. IXWING: That is the answer
to the hon. member’s objection that we
cannot foree people to vote, If there is
4 penalty and the people know that it will
be enforced, I am sure that omee peopls
go to the hooth they will do the right
thing and exercise the franchise properly.

Hon, ¥, E. 8, Willmott: S8ometimes the
cleetors express very rude opinions re-
garding candidates.

ITon, J, EWING: That may be so, but
that may not necessarily render the vote
ineffective. It may be said that 99 out
of every 100 people whe go to the poll
will record an effertive vote, They may
resent the compulsion put upon them and
claim that they are the arbiters of their
own fate, but upon reflection they will, 1
am convineed, do their duty as citizens,

Hoa, J. W. Kirwan: Would vou fine a
farmer whe has to drive 20 or 30 miles
to a hooth if he neglects to cast his vote?

Hon. A. Burvill: Proper facilities will
have to be provided so that the people
may be able to vote.

Hon, J. EWING: That is so. Thers
should be postal vote officers in various
parts of a provinee and more polling
hooths if neeessary. ‘The expenditura
would not he very great.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Will motor cars be
sent to tuke electors to the polling booths
in agricultural areas?

Hon. A, Burvill: That will not be neces-
sary in the country areas if more postal
officers are provided.

Hen. J. EWINXG: That is the position.
It will be the dutv of the Government to
provide adequate farcilities =o that every-
one will be ahle to record his vote.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: That is rather
rough on the country voters.

Hon. J. EWING: On the coatrary they
will be delighted to know that so much

* interest is being tulken in these matters,
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Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott: They will go
ten times such a distance to see a race
between goats,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The hon, member is
very soverc on his own constituents!

Hou, F, E. 8, Willmott: All mine vote,
Hon. A. J. H. Saw: What, even the goats!

Hor. J, EWING: The qualifications neces-
sary to enmable an individual to be enrolled
get out that a person must be 21 years of
age, must be a natural born subject of His
Majesty, and must have resided in Westorn
Australia for six months in the province in
which he desires to record his vote. It ig
also set out that he must have a legal or
equitable frechold estate in possession in the
electoral province, of a clear value of £50.
Surely everyone knows whether his property
is valued at that figure, and that being se, it
ghould be the duty of the owner of such
property to register his qualification to
enable him to exercise the franchise.
Nothing need be said regarding that particun-
lar qualification. It is also provided that a
person who is a houscholder occupying a
house of a clear annual value of £17 per
annum, is also entitled@ to be enrolled. There
are thousands of people in Western Apstralia
who should have their names on the rolls for
the Legislative Council, but whose names do
not appear there.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Do you mean that the

timber workers are among the thousands .

who should be, but are not on the rolls?
Hon. J. EWING: They are amongst them
and many of them have the qualification,
Hon. E, H. Gray: The qualification will
have to be reduced from £17 if that is so.
Hon. J. EWING: Everyone knows what
tent he is paying, and if that be so it is
the duty of these people to become enrolled.
If they have not done so in the past, I trust
that under thiz legislation they will bz eom-
pelled to do so. The next qualifieation refers
to leasehold property of a clear annual value
of £17 sterling, while ancther qualifieation
refers to & holder of a lease from the Crown
for depasturing, cultivating, or mining pur-
poses at a rental of not less than £10 per
annum. Hcn., members know just as well aa
I do what these qualifieations are. I do not
see what is to prevent people from getting
on the rolls if they are qualified, and it is
easy for anyone to ascertain whether they
are so qualified. Ther again, persons who
have their names on a municipal or road
board electoral list, are also qualified. It
any hon. member ran see where Qdifficulties
raay arise, I truat he will indicate it to the
House so that the matter may be cleared
up. I do not think that my statement that
theusands upon thousands of people whe
shounld be enrolled are not enrolled, can be
disputed, and hon. members wili realise
how easy it is to apply the provisions of
the Bill to the Legislative Council roll. Tt
goes without saying that compulsory enrol-
ment must precede compulsory voting. That

689

leing so, we should not set aside the provi-
sion for compulsoty enrolment before deal-
ing with the other provision relating to
compulsory voting. The clause 1 provide
to deal with ecompulsory enrolment for the
provinces is Clanse 2, which reads as
follows: —

The following section is hereby inserted
after section 44a of the principal Act:—
448, Every person who is entitled to have
his name placed on the roll for any pro-
vince, and whose name is not on the roll
for such province, and any person becom-
ing entitled to have hig name placed on
the roll for any provinee, shall, within the
preseribed time, fill in and sign, in aceord-
ance with thizs Act, a claim in the pre-
scribed form, and deliver the same to
the Registrar of the province, and other-
wise comply with the relative provisions
of this Act.

The penalty provided is £2. That is not
heavy. It is well known that aceording to
circumstances so the fineg will be imposed.
Tf it ke a bad case, and if compulsion has
been brought to bear upon the elector, he
will probably be fined the maximum amount.
Subclause 1 of Clause 3 of the Bill relates
to compulsory voting and reads as follows:

It shall be the duty of every elector to
record his vote in each electoral province
and in the electoral district for which
he is enrolled at every general election,
and at every clection held to fill an extra-
ordinary vacancy in the Council or the
Agsembly.

It is proper to explain the necessity for
compulsory voting, Subelauses 2, 4, 5, 6,
and 7 deal with the duty of the returning
officer if he finds that an elector bas not
recorded his vote, It is clearly laid down
that the penalty will not be inflicted upon
anyone who ¢an give a good reason for not
voting.

Hon. F. E. 8, Willmott: Will the faet
that the voter does not believe in the Upper
House be regarded as a good and proper
reason ¢

Hon. J. EWING: That would be a very
bad reason indeed, In submitting a Bill
at the second reading stage, one is allowed
to deal only with general principles. If a
Minister introduces a Bill he refers to the
different clauses, and I take it that I shall
have the right to do likewise. The Bill is
o copy of the existing Commonwealth Aect.
It was introduced into the Sepate on the
4th July, 1924, by Senator Pavne of Tas-
mania, and it was spoken to by Senators
Lyach, Gardiner, Findley and Grant, Of
course some were opposed to the prineiple
of compulsion. Senator Lynch waxed elo-
quent on the subject and declared that he
was born in a free country and that he
did not helieve in eompelling people to do
that which they had no desire to do. But
when he concluded his speech, tn my aston-
ishment, he #aid that he was in a quandary
and would bave to think it out. The Bill
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went through without a division, and it
passed the Committee stage without any
discussion. In the House of Representa-
tives it was sponsored by Mr. Mann, the
member for Perth, Mr. Duncan-Hughes
spoke next and said that he would not vote
against the Bill, though he was not elected
to support compulsory voting, The op-
position to the Bill ended in smoke, and the
second reading was passed without a divi-
sion, and again in that House it went
through Committee without alteration.

Hon, J, E. Dodd: Does the hon, member
know why? If the hon. member will read
Alr. Hughes’s speech, he will find that the
Bill went through because the time for the
consideration of that business was almost
up. That ia why it went through in the
House of Representatives with only two
speeches.

Hon. J. EWING: I am pointing out
that there did not seem to be very much
interest taken in it, but that it went
through, At any rate, a great principle
was involved and the Prime JMlinister al-
lowed it to go through.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Why not wait until
we see how it operates in Commonwealth
elections{

Hon. J. EWING: I will tell the hon.
member how it has operated in other places.

Hon. J. W. Eirwan: In the Federal Par-
liament it was a clear case of hasty legis-
lation.

Hon. J. BEWING: I hope to get the hon.
member’s vote.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: You will not get it.

Hon. J. EWING: It is well known that
compulsory voting has been in vogue in
Queensland for nine years. I understand
that the Labour Tarty have bern in powor
in that State for 11 years.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: Tt s on the Labour
Party’s platform.

Hon. J. EWING: T am not concerned
in regard to the Labour Party, the Country
Party or the Nationalist Party; aill T am
anxions about iz a desire to sceure a con-
sensus of the opinion of the people, and
in that wav to seeure n true vote. A re-
matkable feature is that whereas at the
Jast Federal elections the whole poll repre-
sented 59 per cent. of the electors, the vote
in Queensland totalled 85 per cent.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: That is not a fair
analogy. You could say the same about the
Boulder election of threc years ago where
84 per cent. of the electors voted, while the
percentage for the whole State wag consid-
erably less,

Hon., J. EWING: In the other parts of
the Commenwealth, the vote averaged 50
per cent, The people of Queensland have
hecome so acenstamed to compulsory voting
aml are so well satisfied with it. that they
dn not hesitate now to go tn the poll.

Hon, J. E. Dodd: How do you acconnt
for the fact that at the latest hy-election
in Queensland, 1490 electors did not vote?
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Hon., J. EWING: I noticed that and I
wondered why it was. I hope the hon. mem-
bere will be able to tell me tbe reason for
that apathy, My idea is to try te prove
that in Queensland where compulsory voting
has existed for nine years, the system has
been reliected in the Federal elections. If
it should be adopted in Western Australia,
the electors will become aceustomed to it, if
not immediately, then after the first elec.
tion, when they realise tbat it is their duty
to east their votes.

Uon, J. W. Kirwan: You want to make
a crime of tlhe indecision of the electors.

Hon, J. EWING: The hon. member can
vote against the Bill. 1 am not asking for
his support.

Hon., J. Doffell: You have a right to
your opinion, just as Mr. Kirwan bas to
his.

Hon, J. EWING: If Mr Kirwan can
introduce something better, let him do so.
In any case, I have not spoken to a single
member oi this House with regard to the
Bill. If mcmbers consider it good they will
assist me to pass it; if it is bad they will
throw it in the rubhish heap where it should
Le—if it is bad. I am not going to lobby
at auy time in favour of a Bill. This ap-
peals to me as a good principle to adopt
and I know that mmany other imcmbers of
the party regard it 2a a good move.

Hon. G, W, Miles: Which is your party?

Hon, J. EWING: The hon. member’s
party. I consider it right that there should
be such Jegislation and it is the duty of
Parliament therefore to pass the Bill. I
have taken the initiative because the posi-
tion appeals to me in that way. Members
will be satisfied that the electors are not
doing their duty, amd I will acvept what-
ever opprobrium that may come my way as
the outcome of saying that I am endeav-
ouring to compel the people to do their
duty. The Government in power—and this
applies also to their predecessorg—do not
represent more than 25 or 30 per cent. of
the electors who were qualified to vote and
many of whom did not take the trouble to
vote. Regarding the position of the Legis-
lative Counecil, I know that not a single
member desives to be here unless it is by
a majority of the electors. Let the voice
of the people he heard and then we shall
know that we are in the right position. In
regpeet of both enrolment and voting, the
rosition in this House is serious.  Hon.
members are aware of the apathy that ex-
isted at the reeent biennial elections.
There were three uncontested seats, Messrs,
lovekin and Miles and myself being re-
turped unopposed. That left seven seals
to be contested.  Analyse the position in
regard to the voting for those seven seats
and the seriousness of it will at on¢e be
realised. The number on the rolls of the
seven provinees was 46.815, OF that total
90,800 votes were recorded, representing
44.43 per cent. of the number on the roll.
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Let me give the figures of the individual
provinees and show the interest that was
takee in the several elections—

Provipce. No. an Boll. Egeﬂ'e Percentage.
otes,
Central ree 4,227 2,519 5950
East 7,871 2 962 87:16
Matropolltan - Snba, 15,734 5,011 81-85
North-Enst, e 3158 1,048 6189
South 2,703 3,868 69-11
South-Enst 8,085 2,118 34-89
West . 8,856 4,378 62-92

The lowest percentage was in the Metro-
pelitan-Suburban Province.

Hen, A. J. H. Saw: And they returned
a very good man, too.

Hon. J, EWING: I have mo doubt that
if the people had voted in greater numbers
we should still have Mr. Stephenson with us.
Should sueh a low percentage be permitted
to continue? Have we there the expressed
voice of the people?

Hon. 3. W, Kirwan: Why make crim-
inals of electors who do not vote?

Hon. J. EWING: My desire is to guide
them along the path of duty.

Hon. . H. Harris: What was the per-
centage in the South-West?

Hon. J. EWING: There was no contest
there, but I have no doubt that in the past
it was no better than the figurcs I have
quoted.

Hon. A. J. H. SBaw: What about the dead
men who voted?

Hon. J. EWING: I have endeavoured
to make the position clear and [ am asking
the House to say whether it is a fair thing
that the existing state of affairs should be
permitted to continue. The electors do not
take a very keen interest in the Legislative
Council—they do net take too much interest
in the Assembly, though it is greater than
the interest shown in this House—and it
devolves on us to teach the people that they
have a duty to perform, and that is to vote
to a greater extent than the percentage 1
bave quoted, viz. 44.43. My only desire is
to ensure that the people shall vote if they
are entitled to vote.

Hon. K. I, Harris: Can your indicate the
pereentage of people who should be on the
roll?

Hop, J, EWIXG:; How could I give that
information? Thousands of people who are
nat on the roll should be on the roll. 1
cannot go . further than that. The total
enrolment for the Legislative Assembly is
189,89, There were 38 contested seats,
and 12 uneontested seats. The number of
electors on the roll for the 38 contested
seats was 159,356, and the number of votes
eagt was 98,240, Therefore 61,116 voters
did not trouhle to vote, Only 61.65 per
ecent. of the possible votes were recorded.

Hon. JT. Seddon: Are you speaking of
the last general election?

Hon. J. EWING: Yea,

Hon. E. H. Marris: Did the present Gor-
ernment get a majority of the votes that
were racorled?
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Hon. J. EWING: I am not dealing with
that aspect of the matter. The Government
have been elected under the laws of the
land, and are entitled to govern this eoun-
try. I am not out to show that the present
Administration are in an invidious position.
| merely wish to demonstrate that the
reoply of Western Australia have not done
their duty in the matter of voting. Let me
cite a few examples: Camning 49 per cent.,
Trwin 5890 per eent., Moore 52.75, Perth
47.75. This last figure is astounding in
view of the facilities for voting in the
capital city.

Hon. ¥. T. 8. Willmott: The nearer vou
are to a church, the more seldom you go
thera.

Hon. J. EWING: Not 530 per cent. of
the electors of Perth, in spite of every
facility and eonvenience, went to the poll.
That position must be remedied.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: You want to make the
apathetic voters rule,

Hoen. J, W, Kirwan: Mr. Ewing wants
to make government by the wnfit, by the
people who don’t want to vote.

Hon. J. EWING: Doeg Mr. Kirwan con-
tend that the 60 per cent. of the peoplo
who didn't vote are unfit?

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: Apparently they
didn’t consider themselves fit to vote.

Hon. J. EWING: Hon. members must
agree that the position in the Perth elee-
torate is most unsatisfactory. The member
for Perth wis eleeted by a majority of 109
votes. Probably he would have been elected,
or clse the other man would have heen
cleeted, by 500 votes if there had been a
representative poll. T do not know on which
sile the apathetic electors are; I am not
concerned with that, I am concerned with
such jercentages of votes recorded as the
following :—XNorth Perth 3§5.7% per cent,
Pilbara 33.51, Pingellyr 55.51, Toodyay
58.14. Without stressing the subject at
much greater length, I may f£fairly claim
that these figures conclusively prove my
case. I am sure no (Governmeni in this
country want to be in power by the sup-
port of less than 30 per cent. of the people
who are entitled to vote. 1 feel that way
myself,

Hon., A. T. H. 8aw: Then you should re-
sigmn.

Hon. J. EWING: No; the time will coma
when T shall have to face my electors. The
pogition is ome that should be reetified, and
it cannot he rectified unless the franchise
ia exereised. The right te rule belonga
to the majority of the people.

Hon. E. H. Gray: We don't get that un-
der the present franchise.

Hon. J. EWING: T am not dealing with
the present franchise,

Hen, E. H. Harris: The (Gavernment are
not representing in another place the ma-
jority of these who voted.

Hon, J. EWING: The hon, member will
have an orportunity of toking np that phase
nf the suljjet. I wish to keep clear of it,
At this junetnre I shall not in any way
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tefleet upon the Government by saying that
they do not represent a majority of the
electors.

Hon, E, H, Harrizs: T thought you said
yor wanted the Government to represent a
majority of the people?

Hon, J. EWING: I do want it, but I do
not know whether the present Government
represent the majority or not. T think the
Bill must appeal to hon. members. They
must he convinced that the people are
apathetic. If people will not exercise that
great privilege of the franchise which has
been fought for through generations, they
should be compelled to do so. In this eon-
nection compuision is not wrong. We compel
people in other things, and voting is the
most sacred duty that the people of this or
any other country have to perform. Thece-
fore, let us pass legislation of this nature,
in order that those who govern the State
shall certainly represent a majority of the
people. 1 move—

That the Bill be now rvead a second
time.

On motion by Hon. J. W. Kirwan debate
adjourned for one week.

BILL—STANDARD SURVEY MARKS.
In Commitiee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL--CLOSER SETTLEMENT.
Second Rrading.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY {(Hon. J.
M. Drew—Central) [5.28] in moving the
gecond reading said: For many years the
country has been calling alowd for a closer
gettlement Bill. The necessity for such a
measure was Tecognised even in the days
when Crown lapds suitable for wheat grow-
ing could be taken up without much diffi-
culty. The argument then was that rich
agricultural lands adjacent to established
townships were locked up against closer set-
tlement, and were used only for the grazing
of sheep. Public agitation led to the ae-
. quisition of several estates of this kind by
the Government under the Lands Purchase
Act. The estates were settled, and the great
majority of them are contributing heavily
to our wheat production to-day.

Hon. H. Stewart: They bung fire for a
long time, thouch,

The ("0OT ONTAL SECRETARY: Since
then a diFerent situation has arisen. We
new have bet little Crown land within con-
venient distance of railway lines, and in
ennsequence  the extension of land  set-
tlement is seriously threatened. There is
only one remedv that appnenls to the Gov-
ernment, and that lies in the provision of
machinery for the compulsory acquisition
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of large estates. There arc quite close to
oir railways many such estates capable of
earrying a large population and substan-
tially increasing our wheat preduction
under a well-crdered scheme of closer settle-
ment. The total area of Jand alienated in
fee gimple is 10,520,028 acres; of con-
dittoral purchase and other contracts with
a view to the fee simple, 17,822,601 acres;
or a total of alienated first, second and
third class land of 28,342,629 acres. The
area cleared is 6,238,628 acres. Only a
little over a quarter of the land alienated
has been cleared. The area of land par-
tially cleared or ringharked is 2,660,106
acres, This brings the area upon which
any attempt at improvement has been made
to 8,806,434 acres, leaving 191% million
acres unimproved, That is a state of affairs
calling for immediate remedy. It is evi-
dent that a conaiderable area of land in
Western Australiz is not given an oppor-
tunity to produce to its fullest extent.

Hon, H. Stewart: How much of that
land is third clags?

The COLQNIAL SECRETARY : The
Government in power in 1918 had a elassifi-
cation made of the land in the Avon Vailey,
a locality relatively close to the city. Yet,
according to the classifieation, which 1
understand was rcndueted by Mr, Surveyor
Tefroy, there are in the Avon Valley
2,000,000 acres that could be closely
settled. TUnfortunately, for reasons of ex-
pense, the work of classification was not
completed, otberwise no doubt we should
have fornd that what has occurred in the
Avon Valley has oceurred also in other parts
of the State. 'To my personal knowledge there
are many large estates in my electorate,
estates that eonld with advantage to the
community and to the State be closely
settled. Had they been closely settled
veara ago, our wheat production to-day
woild be eonsideraldy hicher than it is.

Hen, J, Ewing @ Are the Goveramert
goin~ to continue the work of classifiea-
tion?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: That
matter will b~ carefully considered.
Hon. J. Nicholson: How much of rhe

land is third class?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : It is
not dissceted here, but probably I shall be
able to fnrnish tre information when the
Bill iz in Committee. The value of the
estates in the Avon Valley has been en-
hanted by railways, upon which the tax-
pavers of the State have to meet intevest
am! sinkine fund and, in some instances,
loss. While some of those estates have
Voen ip no wav improved, others, as T have
jndicated, are Aevelored, hnt only partially.
Tf they were cleared. eut up and ‘soM in
Lincks of suitable nizea, theare would be
mor» work for the railwava snd more wealth
for the State, The Bill forces the owner
of sweh an estate into action. Ti provides
far the anpointment of a hnard consisting
of an official of the Lands Department,
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another of the Agrieultural Bank, and a
person with special knowledge of the dis-
trict to be inquired into. The responsi-
bility is cast on the board to decide
whether or not land is unutilised within
the meaning of the Act. The owner 1a
then given notice to subdivide it, Yf he
faile to do 8o, the Government have power
to resume. If a price satisfactory to both
parties is not agreed upon, the owner may
go to arbitration under the Public Works
Act. It is provided that the land may
be resumed at the value placed upon it by
the Taxation Department for assessment
purposes, plus 10 per cent,, and the valne
of the improvements.

Hon. A. Burvill: What is the minimum
area you intend to deal with?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: We
will go into that later, The owner will bo
entitled to prove that the Taxation De-
partment’s assessment is not a fair one,
There is provigion for am appeal to the
Supreme Court when notice of subdivision
is served, and no action of resumption ean
be taken without the approval of Exeen-
tive Coumeil. A somewhat similar Bill
has been before the House on two ocea-
siong, There are in this Bill a few altera-
tiouns.

Hon. F. E. 8, Willmott: Very important
Ones,

The COLONIAL: SECRETARY:
it is practically the same Bill,
noew deal with these alteratioms. Under
the former measure only freehold land
was deait with, The Bill deals with all
Tand, ineluding conditional purchase and
leasehold, except pastoral leases. The
reason for the inclusion of conditional
purchase Jand is that it may be portion of
a large estate, and it might be prejudicial
tn the owner of the estate to toke his free-
hinld and Jeave his conditional purchase land
on his hands,

Hon. H. Stewart: Why exclude pastoral
leasea?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Because
it is not necessary to include them. Under
the Lands Act they can be taken for agri-
cultural purposes. Leasehold is included
because otherwise it would bc easy for
an owner of a large estate to fix up a
lease to a friend, and thus evade the pro-
visions of the measure. All reference fo
the right of the owner of land to elect to
pay three times the tax has been deleted,
the Government being of opinion that
that provision would make the Aect in-
operative. The clause relating to the
Constitution Aet of 1899 has likewise been
removed, hecause of the objection made
to it by this Houre. Let me now expound
the clauses of the Bill. Clause 2 deals
with the constitution of the hoard. Pro-
vision is made as far as possible that it
shall be a board that cught to know some-
thing abont itz brsiness. As I have said,

Yet
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it will consist of an officer of the Lands
Department, an officer of the Agricultural
Bank, and a person having intimate local
knowledge. Clause 3, after enabling the
hoard to inquire inte the suitability of
unutilised land, defines unutilised and un-
productive lands as land that shall he
deemed unproductive and unutilised if the
board iz of opinion that it is not put to
reasonable use, and that its retention by
the owner is a hindrance to closer settle-
ment. Clause 4 provides that land re-
maining unntilised for upwards of two
years shall come under the Act.

Hon. A, Burvilli: Is not that rather a
short time?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No, I
think it is rather long. The board is
required to report to the Minister after
notifying all persons having an interest in
the land, and those persons may appear
and give evidence before the board.
Clause 5 provides that the Governor may
deeclare the land reported upon to be under
the Aet. Clause 6 preseribes that the owner
and all persons concerned shall be notified
that the land, or part of it, is required for
the purposes of the Act The owner has
then to serve notice upon any peraon who
may have an interest in the land as a mort-
gagee or otherwise, and the owner is given
three months in which to decide whether he
will subdivide the Jand and offer it for sale.
I£ he decides to do so, he must then submit
the plan of subdivigion to the board.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Is he allowed to put
a reserve on the land when he subdivided
it?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY:
mvst dispose of it at a reasonable price.

Hon. H. Stewart: At a price approved
by the Government. If nothing is bought,
what happena?

The COLONTAT, SECRETARY: I think
it would be very much better if these gues-
tions were left until we reach the Committee
stage, It is for me a new experience to
have all sorts of questions asked when a
Minister, or a member, is making a second
reading speech. -

The PRESIDENT: Yes, it would be bet-
ter to allow the Minister to make his speech
uninterrupted.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: When
Mr. Ewing was making a speech just now
he was constantly interrupted. That sort
of thinz iz likely to throw a speaker off
the track. As I was saying, after the plans -
are submitted to the board, the owner must
offer the subdivisional lots for sale from
time to time at a reasonable upset price,
aceording to the view of the board. That
is a reply to the question asked just now,
(Mause 7 ddeals with the position that will
arise if the owner fails to subdivide and
sell the land. Tn that case the tand becomes
automativally vested in His Majesty free
of all encumbrances. This dees not mean
that mortgagres and others who have a
charge on the land will be left stranded.

He
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Paragraph (b) of Subclauze 2 provides
that such an interest shall be converted inte
2 claim for compensation. Compensation
will be based firstly on the unimproved
value of the land, and secondly on the fair
value of all improvements assessed at the
added value given to the land for the time
being by reason of such improvements. The
amount of ecompensation may be agreed
upon hetween the parties, but the assess.
ment of the land under the Land and In-
come Tax Assessment Act, 1907, with 10
yer cent. added, will be prima favie evidence
of the unimproved value of the land. Clanse
B sets out what will occur if there ia default
on the part of an owner after he has been
notified to subdivide for sale.  The land
may he taken under Clauses 6 and 7 for the
purposes of closer settlement, hut the owner
may, within two months from the service of
notice of defanlt, appeal to the Supremeg
Court against the action of the hoard, and
the judge’s decision ehall be fina)l. Clause
9 npeeds no explanation. Clanse 10 will
prevent the Government from picking the
eyes out of an estate. If any land be taken,
the owner may insist upon the whole of the
property or adjoining holdings being also
acquired. In the absenee of such a pro-
vision it wonld be possible for the Govern-
ment to take all the best land and leave
the inferior land on the bands of the owner,
which would be distinetly unfair, - Clause
12 incorporates this meagure with the Agri-
cultural Lands Purchase Act, 1909. ‘The
land will be disposed of under that Act
and the hoard will have all the powers of
the Land Purchase Board. Clause 13 gives
power to discharpge Jand from the operation
of the Act. An owner may subsequently
conform to the provisions of the measnre
and utilise his land in a satisfactory man-
ner. [If he fulfils all the requirements of
the baard the Governor, en the recommenda-
tion of the board, may discharge the land
from the operation of the Act. It will he
admitted that every consideration is shown
to the owner. Clause 16 gives an inter-
pretation of ‘‘land,’”’ which T have already

explained. T move—
That the Bi’'l be now read a second
time.
On motion hy Hon. H. Stewart, dehats
adjourned,

BTLL — INSPECTTON
SCAFFOLDING.

Seeond Reading

The COLONTAT, SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Cenerald [5.50] in moving
the second reading said: The object of the
Bill iz praiseworthy in that it secks to
rrovide saferuards as far as practieable
aeainat fotal or serious aceidents in the
huilding trade, At present there is no
rower to impose such safeguards. Under
the Mires Rernlation Act there iz provision
for mepsures to te adopted with a view to

OF
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preventing accidents among those who work
under the earth, There is mo sueh provi-
sion in the interest of those who work above
the earth. Yet the men cmployed on lofty
buildings are engaged in a huzardous ge-
cupation, For wilfrl negleet on the part
of workmen themselv.s, there is no pre-
ventive,  Aceidents wav oeeur for which
no one is to lLlame, execpt the unfortunate
workmen themselves, but that position does
not arise when a man is killed or severely
injured through faulty scaffulding. Those
responsible for the defects are the guilty
partics, They may be guilty through care-
lessnesg or ignorance, but the result is the
same. Either a human life is lost or a
humar being is injured—perhaps perman-
ently crippled. The welfare of a wife and
large family may be seriously affected, and
vet the fatality and all the attendant mis-
ery might have been averted were such a
megsure ag we contemplate in operatiom.
How many accidents have oceurred through
faulty scaffolding it is impossible to say.
No reeords have been kepf in Australia
and no definite or satisfactory information
seems to he available from other parts of
the world. Accidents through falls are re-
corded, but they are an insufficient guide.
Tf this measure becomes law something will
have been attempted and not only at-
tempted, but I am safe in saying, accom-
pliched to minimise such accidents. If the
Act ke properly administered there should
bhe fewer accidents from defective scaffold-
ing than there have been in the past. I
underatand there was some opposition to
the Bill last session on the ground that it
would apply to the outlying portions of the
Rftate, and cost a considerable sum to ad-
minister. This Bill will operate onlv in
centres preseribed by the Governor-in-Coun-
eil, Tt will not operate automatically
throngtout the State. Naturally it will first
be applied in the metropolitan area where
the largeat tuildings are found and where
buildine activities are the most extensive.
The Bill is a simple one and extends a
princijle that has already bern adopted by
the Honse, Tt aims at giving protection to
men who risk their lives in earning their
bread in one of the dangerons industries of
the State. Clause 4 provides for the ap-
pointment of a chief inspector af scaffolding
and a staff necessary to enahle him to carry
out his work. It also provides for the
division of the State, or a part of the State,
into districts for the purposes of the Act.
The Act may be made to apply to only one
portion of the State. Clanse 5 will enable
the Minister to issue cortificates of approval
to qual.fied persens to aet 23 pnblie inspee-
tors nf seaffoliling, An esxamination as to
fitnose must prespde the isane of certificates.
(lause T gives ingpectors power of entry to
afll Jmilitines Feine erceted, and lanse 8
reavires all persons concernsd to afferd
insrretors reasonable facilities ta earry out
their dnties. Clavse § renders liahle to a2
Tenalty ret exceeding £20 anvone who ob-
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struets the inspeetor in the performance of
his duties, deceives him by falsehood, fails
to comply with his requisition or to give him
necessary information, or acts otherwise in
8 manner prejudicial to the inspector in the
exercise of his duty. Clause 10 states that
the description of scaffolding gear is to be
preacribed by regulations.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Why not put it in a
schedule?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: To do
80 would need a very comprehensive mea-
aure, That was the desire of thé Ainister
for Works, who has not much sympathy
with regulations, but he found it would be
exceedingly difficult to set it out in the mea-
sure, and even then the description might
not be complete. Clause 11 provides that
in eases where scaffolding is dangerous to
the workmen or not in aecordance with the
regulations, the inspector can take action
and insist uwpon compliance. If necessary
he may order a cessation of work connected
with the scaffolding.  There is provision
for an appeal to the police or resident
magigtrate, whose decision shall be final.
Clause 12 is a penalty clanse for cases of
faulty seaflolding or neglect to couform
with the Aect. The court hearing the case
may give instructions to the owner to
remedy the defect within a stated time and
may extend the time if considered advis-
able, Clause 13 requires the owner to notify
an inspector within 24 hours of any acci-
dent caused by secaffolding, by reason of
which any person loses his life or suatains
serious injury. Clause 14 empowers the
Minister te direct the holding of an inquiry
inte an aecident by a police or resident
magistrate, and if mnecessary a person
skilled in the use and construction of seaf-
folding, and also a member of a building
trade union. The Minister may assist the
court by getting a medieal man to report
on the cause of death, and the nature and
extent of the injury. The inquiry must be
held publiely and the industrial unions of
employers and workers affected will have
the right to be represented. Clause 15 sets
out that the provisions for an inquiry shall
not, apply to any mine subject to the Mines
Regulation Act, and Clause 16 prohibits
contracting-out. TUnder Clavse 17 pre-
secribed abstraets from the Act will he
posted up in places to be determined by
the inspector. In the event of an inspector
discovering that the owner or ocenpier was
not responsible for a hreach of the Aet, he
may take proceedings apainst the actoal
offender in the first inztance without pro-
ceeding against the owner or occupier.
Clanse 23 relieves a person from lability
unless the seaffolding is under his im-
mediate control. It also exempts mort-
gagees not in actual possession. Tf, how-
ever, the owmer is a corporate body the
fact of the directors, secretary, or manager
or other of its employees bheing in control
will not relieve them from responsihility.
Clause 24 throws upon the owner the burden

-
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of proof as to compliance wtih the Aect.
The same principle applies in reference to
the identity of the owner, and as to the
authority of the inspectors and other
officers. Clauge 25 gives power to make
regulations. The Government would pre-
fer that all these provisions should he em-
bodied in_the Bill, but that is impraec-
ticable. It may be found necessary from
time te time to make an alteration, and
this can be done much more expeditiously
by regulation than by legislation., I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. A. Lovekin, debate
adjourned.

BILL—UNCLAIMED MONEYS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. J.
M. Drew—Central) [6.3] in moving the.
second reading said: This Bill ia required
to amend the provisions of the Government
Savings Bank Aet, 1906, which relates to
the disposal of unclaimed moneys. Prior
to the passing of the Unclaimed Moneys
Aect, 1912, by virtue of Sections 32 and 33
of the Aect it was provided that moneys
left to the credit of depositors in the Gov-
ornment Savings Bank, and not operated
upon by either deposits or withdrawals,
after the lapse of 17 years became forfeited
to the Crown. Under the Unclaimed Moneys
Act of 1912, which deals with the disposal
of unelaimed moneys in private banks and
other ingtitutions, it is provided that money
Iying to the credit of depositors in these
private institutions, and wot operated upon
for a period of seven years, becomes for-
feited to the Crown and is paid into Con-
solidated Revenue. Prior to that Act the
moneya became the property of the banking
institutions. The Act of 1912 also amended
the Government Savings Bank Aet, 1906,
That is to say, it brought the provisions
of th> Government Savings Bank Aect into
line with the conditions applying to private
banking institutions. That meant that
moneys lving to the eredit of depositors in
the Government Savings Bank became for-
feitable to the Crown after seven years if
during that peried the depositor had not
operated npon his account. Sections 32 and
33 were inadvertently repealed. It was not
intended that the Unclaimed Moneys Aect,
1912, should apply to the funds affected
by the Government Savings Bank Aet,
although in faet it did so. The ohject
of this Bill iz to amend the Aet of 1912
by omitting the references to the Govern-
ment Savings Bank, and so restoring Sec-
tions 32 and 33 that were repealed in 1912,
T# the Bill becomes law any future deposits
in the Government Savings Bank will be
secured to the depositors for a peried of
17 years, as formerly. Tt is desirable that
the rights of the depesitors shall be estab-
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lished under the Act, Many people deposit
money in the Government Savings Bank
with the idea of providing for their old
age, or making provision for their burial
and other expenses. They may not operate
upon the account, and the money may re-
main there for seven years, and then become
forfeitable to the Crowm, If this Bill is
passed inte law, 17 years must elapse be-
fore that condition is reached, I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Commitiee.

Hon. J. W. FKirwan in the Chair; the
Colonial Seccretary in charge of the Bill,

Clause l—agreed to.

Clause 2—Amendment of principal Act
No. 34 of 1912:

Hon. G. W. MILES: Will this legialation
be made retrospective to cover Savings Bank
accounts that have not been operated on
for seven years? Will it mean that ae-
counts that have not been operated on for
that period will have remained intact?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I do
not think there is a single instanee in which
any Government has forfeited money in
these circumstances. It is not the intention
of the Government to take advantage of
any such position.

Hon, A, LOVBEIN: The words '‘of
minors’! in Seetion 10 of the Unclaimed
Moneys Aect, 1912, are by this Bill to be
omitted. We oupht not to exelude these
words, A pareat may he paying so much
a week into the Savings Bank for his child.
After 17 years this woney is to revert to
the Crown. The desire of the parent may
be to leave the money in the bank until
the child comes of ape, but that may not
be possible under this Bill.

Hon. J. Duffell: The account would be
operated on every time money was paid

in,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I do not know that
this would mean operating on the account.
T would like to look further into the matter,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The ob-
ject of the Bill is to remove all the funds
of the Government Savings Bank from the
operations of the Uneclaimed Moneys Act,
There is no necessity to have the words ‘“of
minors’’ in the Aect.

Hon. A, Lovekin: There are three Acta
involved in this Bill, and the whole matter
requires a little investigation

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The Bill
re-epacts Sections 32 pnd 33 of the Govern-
ment Savings Bank Act, 1906, Section 32
provides that all depositors’ accounts ex-
cept those of minors, not being operated on
for seven years, shall be balanced and
¢losed, and the bmlanees carried to the
unclaimed deposits fund. Scetion 33 pro-
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vides for the publication of the list of these
amounts in the ‘‘Government Gazette.’’
Hon. A. Lovekin: The Aet anys, ‘‘Not
being deposits made on behalf of minors,’’
which is a very different thing,
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The Bill
can be recommitted at a later stage,

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.0 p.m.

BILL—R0OAD DISTRICTS RATES.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. J.
M. Drew—Central) [7.30] in moving the
gerond reading said: Where land is sold
under a warrant of execution, or under
an order for sale for default in payment
of rates, it iz necessary that the sale shall
be completed within the period of the cur-
rency of the warrant or order, namely, 12
months. For instance, when a road beard
or municipality decide to sell land for the
non-payment of rates, the authorities ap-
proach the resident magistrate and secure
an order of sale. Then they must give
a title to that preperty within 12 montha.

Hon, J. Nicholson: The title mnst be
registered within 12 menths.

The COLOXTIAL SECRETARY: That is
the position. If the title is not registered
within 12 months it becomes defective, and
there is no power given to the Registrar of
Titles to register it. Cases have arisen,
and continue to arise, where land is duly
50ld within the period of the warrant or
order, the purchase money paid, and a
transfer duly executed by the Clerk of the
Loenl Court, who is authorised by the Local
Government Act to eXecute the transfer.
The transfer has been handed to the pur-
ehaser, but he has neglected to register his
transfer or has delayed its registration un-
til after the 12 months period bas expired.
The effect of this is that the purchaser is
unable to complete his title. Whera, how-
ever, the land has been, in fact, sold, the
purchase money paid; and a transfer signed,
it is desirable that so Jong as there have
been no subsequent dealings with the land
by the registered proprietor for whose de-
fault in payment of rates the land was sold,
the purchaser may register his transfer, not-
withatandiag the expiration of the 12
months from the date when the order for
sale was made. Tt is only reasonable that
where the defanlting ratepayer econtinues
to he the registered owner, he should not
be allowed to set up hiq title as againat a
bona fide purchaser who may have
neglected, due to oversight, to register his
tranafer. Of course, any such purchaser
must take the ennsequences of his neglect
should there hare heen any reaistered deal-
ings after his purchase and before he re-
gisters his own transfer. To put the
matter in a notshell, when a monieipality
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takes action for failure to pay rates and
causes land to be sold, only 12 months from
the date of the order is allowed to complete
the sale. The sale is mot completed until
the purchaser hag registered the transfer at
the Titles Office. Sometimes delay takes
place and the buyer, generally through ig-
norance, does not take action within the
12 months to register the transfer. Hence
he is unable to get a title. The Bill will
make it lawful for the Registrar of Titles to
register such a transfer provided no en-
cumbrance has been repistered after the
12 months has expired. I move-~—

That the Bill be now read a second

timae.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second fime.

Housge adjourned at 7.85 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RATL.WAY MATTERS,
TAMMIN AND KELLERBEREIN.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What amount was paid as
compensation for injuries received by
passengers in alighting from traina at
Tammin railway stationt 2, Will he go
into the question of providing this big
wheat ¢enire with a platform? 3, Will he
also, in view of present growth of Keillar-
berrin, go inte the question of providing
Kellerberrin station with an overhead
bridge?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: I, Nil. 2, The question has alrealy
been econsidered on many oeccasioms, and
it has been decided not to depart from the
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policy indicated by Subsection 2 of Sec-
tion 40 of the Q(overnment Railways
Act, 1904. 3, Tt is not considered thot
the capital expenditure which would be
requireq fo provide an overhead bridge at
Kellerberrin station is justified.

MOTION—AGRICULTURAL WATER
SUPPLIES.

Debate resaumed from the 27th August
on the motion by Mr. Latham—

That in the opinion of this House a
Royal Commission should be appointed
for the purpose of inguiring into the best
means of providing permanent water in
the agricultural areas of the State, and
for the distribution and payment of same.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM (Honorary
Minister—Kalgoorlie) [4.36]: I oppose
the motion. It is generally recogmisged, I
believe, that the present Government are
in full sympathy with the wants and re-
quirements of those who are engaged in
the agricultural indusiry here. I took
notice, when the hon. member was speak-
ing to this motion, that he said the previ-
ous Government had dome everything
possible in this direction with the funds
at their disposal. Let me assure the hon.
member that the present Government will
also do everything possible. I sympathise
with the hon. member on this subject.
The Government realise that everything
possible must be done to provide water
supplies for the people settled on and
developing our agricultural areas. But,
after all, it is not a guestion of a Royal
Commission, but a question of finding the
necessary funds. If T could get the money
to undertake the works now in hand, the
hon. member would have nothing to com-
plain of regarding water supply. The hon,
member also stated that in his opinion this
State had not an enginecr competent to
undertake the work, May I be permitted
to point out te him that the engineers
to-day in the employ of the Government,
more eapecially those in the Public Works
and Water Supply Departments, are more
conversant with the subjeet of water con-
servation in Awustralia than any engineer
in any other State of the Commonwealth,
T koow personally of men who bave been
engaged on that particular work for as
long as 25 years, and I say without fear
of contradiction that those men are better
qualified than any imported man counld Yte
to undertake such work here. Only re-
eently proposals have been laid before the
present Administration for providing water
supplies in the very districts mentioned by
the mover. Plans and specifications are
now in the Water Supply Department for
consideratnon by the engineers, but there is
only one thing that iz hanging up the
project, and that is the question of money.



